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Abstract

This panel aims at contributing to the analysis of the emergence of Afroeurope by
investigating the circulation, and intersection, of categories of Blackness and Africanness,
in everyday discourses and social practices. Taking Blackness and Africanness as
categories of practice rather than categories of analysis, we focus on how these notions are
made and unmade, connected or dis-connected, appropriated or refused, adopted or
deconstructed in social interaction and evolving biographies. This politics of self-definition
becomes particularly urgent for youth born and/or raised in Europe, but confronted with
intensifying practices and discourses of exclusion from Europe and Europeanness. It is in
this context that we seek to explore the current revival of the Afro prefix among young
generations of African-descended people across Europe.

Afroeuropean youth politics of self-definition are situated at different spatial levels: the level
of circulation of categories across the Black Atlantic, the European level of an increasing
awareness of Afroeuropeanness, the national level of specific colonial histories and racial
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formations, and the local level of everyday interaction. Indeed, something new is happening
at the European level, especially among young generations that establish pan-European
networks through which to carve out the Europeanness of the African diaspora as well as
the Africanness of Europe. This pan-European process is informed by the global circulation
of categories of difference and belonging and embedded in local specificities.

We invite papers that analyse this intersection from different European countries. The
guestions we seek to answer are when and how notions of Blackness, Africanness,
Europeanness emerge and become important (or cease to be so) in individual biographies
and subject formations and/or in collective practices and social dynamics. When and how
do national or ethnic identifications (e.g. Italian, Ghanaian, Asante) become relevant, and
when and how do youth transcend these differences and redefine and hyphenate categories
of belonging?



